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Festival Messages

Grahamstown Foundation
Alan Stephenson
Executive Director

        The Grahamstown Foundation warmly welcomes you to the 2008 Standard Bank National
Schools Festival. The dedicated Arts Education team put in a tremendous amount of time and
effort to ensure that you, the learner, have a memorable and creative experience during your
visit here. Even though I have been involved with this Festival for the past few years, I am still
inspired and impressed by the shows and workshops that are held each year. I am sure that
your full participation will also inspire and enrich your life and have a long term positive spin off.
        As Henry Brooks Adams once said “A teacher affects eternity, he can never tell where his
influence stops.”
        Become involved and make sure that you leave here inspired and motivated, ready to face
life head on. Enjoy it!

Standard Bank
Jacko Maree
Group Chief Executive, Standard Bank

           The National Schools Festival is a rich, empowering experience for young South
Africans and Standard Bank is proud to be able to support it. In celebrating our 25th anniver-
sary this year there can be no better ingredients for a celebration than hundreds of young
people from different walks of life sharing this unique experience in Grahamstown.
          Standard Bank is a staunch supporter of the arts because we believe it enriches our
lives and ensures that we develop into fully functional human beings - thinking, feeling,
empathizing, laughing, crying, critiquing, analysing, debating.  It engages our hearts as well
as our minds and even allows us to get inside other people’s heads to get a glimpse of
their feelings and experiences.
          The National Schools Festival is a celebration of South Africa’s young people. By
coming here, you have shown that you are self-motivated, imaginative and open to new

ideas. We are proud to invest in you by supporting the Standard Bank National Schools Festival.
       We trust that, like many delegates before you, you will have great fun and will discover more of your rich potential.  We look
forward to seeing where that potential takes you in the future!

Schools Festivals T eam
Louisa Clayton
Director: Arts Education

        Our world is changing right before our eyes.  Our global community, our country, our local
surroundings are all undergoing rapid, dynamic changes.  From politics to medicine, technol-
ogy and communication, our lives have hurtled into the new century.
        In order to make sense of these rapid changes, we must develop a keen, new vision - we
must come to grips with our past history, our present situations, and our future goals.
        More than past festivals, this year’s Standard Bank National Schools’ Festival will open
our eyes to a multi-faceted view on Africa and the diverse, complex issues and artforms that
our people bring to the stage.  We expect that these productions will challenge your thoughts
on race and history, your attitudes on sex, power and culture, your language abilities and
aesthetics.  We also expect that you will delight in the various expressions of our glorious
South African multiculturalism and artistic forms.  We anticipate that you will laugh, sing, think,
question and analyse during these next five days of performances, workshops and lectures.

        You will see South Africa from the outside in, as well as from the inside out.  Afterwards, you must decide for yourself how you
will contribute to this beautiful landscape of history and people who are South Africa.
        Your new perspectives will help guide your future choices.  We believe that this rich variety of viewpoints will heighten your
maturity and sharpen your critical skills as a young South African citizen, full of vitality and energy, heading into our global society.
Your participation in this Arts Festival will be one of your most wonderful and memorable activities of your school career.  Your ideas
are crucial to your future as an adult and our future as a nation.  Your horizon is wide open in front of you - view it in its diverse
richness!

!ke e:/karra //ke
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Acknowledgement sAcknowledgement s
The Arts Education Department of the Grahamstown
Foundation is deeply indebted to those faithful
visionaries whose belief in the benefits of a programme
of education through the arts makes the
2008 Standard Bank National Schools Festival
an ongoing success.

A BIG THANK YOU goes to

For 25 years of dedicated sponsorship and for
committing funds for a further three years.

We also gratefully acknowledge and thank:
The Arts and Culture T rust
The National Lotteries Board
The National Video and Film Foundation
Imperial-Europcar

And we warmly thank all those inspired and motivated people involved in making this festival:

‚ MANDIE VAN DER SPUY, Standard Bank Senior Manager of Arts Sponsorships, whose support, expertise and input are invalu-
able in a project such as this.

‚ Lynette Marais , Director of the National Arts Festival, for her generous and expert advice and assistance with the programme
and for keeping the aims of the SBNSF at heart while juggling a highly complex National Arts Festival schedule. Lynette retires
at the end of this year after decades of dedicated service to the South African arts industry.

‚ Special friends and advisors of the South African Schools Festivals who never fail to support these projects and whose interest
in their impact and value has been unceasing over the years. They include, amongst others: Janet Buckland, Mike Mati,
Michael Maas, Aubrey Sekhabi, Elaine Hyland, Ingrid Wylde, Andrew Buckland, Gcina Mhlophe, Ismail Mahomed, Hennie van
der Mescht and Wesley Deintje.

‚ The Teachers, Lecturers, W orkshop Leaders  and Drama Comp anies  without whom there would be no festival.

‚ Rhodes University Vice-Chancellor Dr Saleem Badat  and the staff  whose co-operative vision directly benefits this festival and
its participants. We appreciate the use of venues at nominal rates, academic resources, the purchase of advertising and the
necessary and generous sponsorship and provision of accommodation. In particular we thank Dr Viv de Klerk, Dr Iain L ’Ange,
Carolyn Stevenson-Milln, Sue Norval and John McKinnell. We thank Brian Garman  for the creative contributions of the fourth
year Journalism design class and congratulate Claire Keet  and Cameron Billing for the wonderful poster and t-shirt designs
this year. We also thank Prof. Gary Gordon , HOD Drama and Prof. Guy Berger , Head of the Rhodes Journalism School for the
generous use of their buildings and facilities.

‚ The professionalism and hard work of Brenda Keen, Debbie Mills and Priscilla Bufe  who keep our books in apple-pie order;
Tony Groenewald and Christine Maree  for their professional efforts and advice to do with all the technical needs of this festival;
Deon Lottering, Leon Ntleki, Liza Colloty , Terri Procter , Kate Axe-Davies, Donovan Moss, Garreth Ndumo, Michael Gqaboti,
Wilmot Saki and all the staff at the Grahamstown Foundation  for advice and hard work behind the scenes.

‚ David W ylde , headmaster of St. Andrews College, Madeleine Schoeman , headmistress of Victoria Girls High School and Peter
Reed, headmaster of Graeme College, for the generous use of their school halls.

‚ The temporary staff and volunteers of the Arts Education Department who work tirelessly with tremendous energy, high levels of
efficiency and a deep enthusiasm for arts education. In particular Mark van der Merwe, the festival assistants, the
Grahamstown Players, security st aff  and the De Beers English Olympiad chaperons, Kamlesh Narshai and Sesha Moodley ,
who are responsible for ensuring that the Top 15 have a wonderful time.

Standard Bank National Schools Festival Team from left to right:
Keryn Chitsike (Marketing Officer), Sam McCann (Manager),

Louisa Clayton (Director), Niki Searle (English Olympiad Officer),
Lily May (Senior Admin. Officer)
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Free Choice
The following exhibitions are open to delegates attending the Standard Bank National Schools
Festival on the days and at the times indicated for each exhibition. This is a rare opportunity
for you to soak up a rich and diverse display of art in one place at one time. Give your visual
senses a buzz and treat yourself to a different kind of inner and outer body experience, even
if you have to steal the time to do so. Catch some of these exhibits.

Wonderland
Nontsikelelo ‘Lolo’ Veleko
Standard Bank Young Artist Award Winner
This in-your-face young talent grabbed world attention in 2006
when her work hit New York as part of an exhibition of
contemporary African photography.  At home, we had already
blinked and paid attention three years earlier when she was
nominated for the MTN New Contemporaries award.  Her
powerful images of herself and other young style-conscious
Africans challenge notions of beauty and the way in which we
make assumptions about identity.  Is fashion in fact a tool
through which we disguise and fictionalise ourselves?  This is
one of the many ticklish questions that stride down the city
streets with her subjects, destabilising stereotypes of the “dark
continent”.
Dates and Times for viewing:
Sunday 6 July: 11h00 - 17h00
Monday 7-Thurs 10 July: 09h00 - 17h00
Venue: Monument Gallery

Decade
Highlights the ten years of collecting for the Sanlam Art
Collection
To mark Sanlam’s 90th anniversary, this exhibition presents
work selected from acquisitions for the Art Collection over the
past ten years.  The collection dates back to 1865 and since
1997 some 544 works by South African artists have been
acquired with the aim of compiling a representative collection of
South African art.  With the same aim, the 83 works on the
exhibition range from the late 19th century to the present.
Curator Stefan Hundt says “I hope that to some degree this
exhibition will re-introduce art lovers to the rich diversity that has
made up South African art over the last century.”  Works range
from a Frans Oeder watercolour of 1896, a 1970s watercolour of
a view of Hout Bay by Durant Sihlali, sculptures by Johannes
Maswanganyi, Eduardo Villa and Phillips Kolbe, to the gritty
installation of Jan van der Merwe, Gavin Younge and Leora
Faber.
Dates and Times for viewing:
Sunday 6 July: 11h00 - 17h00
Monday 7 July: 09h00 - 17h00
Venue: Thomas Pringle Hall, Monument

Andrew V erster Past/Present
Curated by Carol Brown and Andrew Verster
This survey of work produced by the renowned Durban-based
artist from 1994 to the present promises many delights and
surprises.  Verster recently celebrated his 70th birthday and this
exhibition charts his ever-shifting landscape of creativity from
the acceptance of sexual freedom, through his discovery of India
to his entry into the realms of design - opera costumes, fashion,
jewellery.  As the title indicates, his present is built on his past
and without one the other does not exist.  The works featured
include paintings, drawings, costumes, and his latest wax
works on tissue.
Dates and Times for viewing:
Monday 7-Thurs 10 July: 09h00 - 17h00
Venue: Standard Bank Gallery , Albany

History Museum

The Hotazel Years
Obie Oberholzer
In demand internationally, and a favourite at home, Obie
Oberholzer makes photographs that are both deeply personal
and universally appealing.  His commissions for publishing
giants like Condé Naste have captivated the world and his
quirky colourful images of South Africans and our special places
have taught us to understand and love each other better.  Obie
renders visible things we never noticed before and he goes
places many people will never venture.  His art bridges the
divide between the inner circle and the volk, no one feels
excluded.  His coffee table books are treasured across the
country, but nothing can compare with seeing the immaculate
prints in a professionally lit exhibition space.
Dates and Times for viewing:
Sunday 6 July: 11h00 - 17h00
Monday 7-Thurs 10 July: 09h00 - 17h00
Venue: Grahamstown Gallery , Albany

History Museum

Lefoko, Igama, Dubu, Word
Sedireng Mothibatsela, Monica Selelo, Anne Gollifer and
Steve Jobson
Four Botswana-based artists present visual pieces fused with
poetry from South Africa, Botswana, South America and the USA.
Monica Selelo’s large collaged appliqués explore Setswana
poetry through stitched lines with layered symbolism and
abstract shapes.  Sedireng Mothibatsela’s personal exploration
of belonging is expressed in a delicate illusionism mirroring the
weaving stanzas of Xhosa poems.  Anne Gollifer refers to her
roots in Guyana through words and textiles, creating layered
meanings where personal cultural identity is constantly re-
appraised.  A series of drawings by Steve Jobson incorporate
the Allen Ginsberg poem “Howl” - a “pastiche of the streets” with
rhythms and images that pre-empt Rap and Hip Hop.
Dates and Times for viewing:
Sunday 6 July: 11h00 - 17h00
Monday 7 & T ues 8 July: 09h00 - 17h00
Venue: Atherstone Room, Monument

In Sepia
Maureen de Jager
What connects us to the past reminds us of its passing: old
letters and snapshots hark back to events and people, says De
Jager of her conceptual concerns.  Her mixed media exhibition
includes white sculptures, drawings on steel from photographs
and texts engraved on steel, which rusts just as photographs
and letters fade to sepia.  The photographs show the artist and
her sister as children, the texts are from letters written by her
grandmothers.  The giant desk lamp refers to the downcast and
inward-turned gaze of nostalgia.  The white school suitcases
have rusting steel embedded in them, carriers of memory which
time insidiously corrodes.
Dates and Times for viewing:
Sunday 6 July: 11h00 - 17h00
Monday 7-Thurs 10 July: 09h00 - 17h00
Venue: Alumni Gallery , Albany History

Museum
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RHODES UNIVERSITY CAMPUS TOUR
Welcome to campus! We hope that you have an enjoyable stay
in Grahamstown. This week is an ideal opportunity to discover
what Rhodes University has to offer you as a prospective
student. We have organised guided tours of campus that fit in
with your very hectic festival schedule. Please book your
campus tour at the Rhodes table when you register on Sunday
6 July. The duration of the tour is 35 minutes.

If you have any questions about the University, courses offered,
entry requirements, or merit scholarships, please visit the
Student Bureau in the Eden Grove Building where a number of
trained staff will assist you with the greatest of pleasure. Once
you have returned home from the Festival, if you feel you need
more information about Rhodes, please do not hesitate to
contact us in the Student Bureau on (046) 603-8276 or in the
Johannesburg Office on (011) 788-5543. We will endeavour to
make your stay at Rhodes a very memorable one and hope that
you will join us as a full-time student in the years to come.
Tour times are during the FREE CHOICE times as follows:
Wednesday 9 July: 14h00-14h35
Wednesday 9 July: 16h00-16h35
Thursday 10 July: 14h00-14h35
Thursday 10 July: 16h00-16h35
Venue: Meet under the University Clock

Tower five minutes before the
starting time.

INTERNATIONAL LIBRAR Y OF AFRICAN MUSIC
ILAM was founded in Johannesburg by Hugh T racey  whose
main achievement was to put African music on the map by
travelling widely over most of central, eastern and southern
Africa. His interest in African music has been pursued in depth
by his son Andrew T racey  and his grandson, Geoffrey T racey .
A visit to ILAM is highly recommended.  It is a fascinating
experience, not to be missed!
Venue:          International Library of African Music
Mon-Thurs: FREE CHOICE times - pop in to look around or

      book a tour in advance on 046 603 8557
(Follow the pan-handle road behind the Politics Department off
Prince Alfred Street. The Politics Department is opposite the
Rhodes Theatre.)

SCRABBLE
As an instrument of learning, and a recreational sport for up to
four players, scrabble aids in nurturing the open minds of
players, in growing the individual’s potential, establishing an
atmosphere of cross-cultural interaction and is played with
passionate interest in words and a slightly competitive edge.
Whether you’re a pro, or have never played the game before in
your life, why not pop into the scrabble sessions and play a few
games - you never know what could happen! Prizes to be won!

Tournament times are during the FREE CHOICE times as
follows:

Wednesday 9 July: 14h00-15h30
Wednesday 9 July: 16h00-17h30
Thursday 10 July: 14h00-15h30
Thursday 10 July: 16h00-17h30
Venue: The Systems and Development Lab,

Hamilton Building on Prince Alfred
Street

Free Choice
Frozen in Time
Photographs of Dance
Photographers: Andrea Esswein, Dominik Mentzos, Agnès
Noltenius, Vanessa Ossa, Joerg Reichardt, Bettina Stöß,
Bernd Uhlig, Gert Weigelt, Peter Welz
Still photography splits time into frozen moments while dance is
probably the most transient of all the art forms, yet bring the two
together and awesome images ensue - as this extraordinary
collection proves.  Gravity is momentarily forgotten as the
images suspend dancing bodies in timelessness and light.
The work of renowned choreographers like William Forsythe is
very much in evidence.  Several of the photographers have been
dancers themselves and a number of the images bear
testimony to close collaboration between dancers and
photographers.  Presented courtesy of the Goethe Institute.
Dates and Times for viewing:
Sunday 6 July: 11h00 - 17h00
Monday 7-Thurs 10 July: 09h00 - 17h00
Venue: Ntsikana Gallery , Monument

Two concept s to st art your future

Student Achiever
Standard Bank’s Student Achiever banking gives you all the
flexibility you need for a lifestyle geared towards aspiration, style
and success. Student Achiever is a fully functional current
account allowing you the option of an Unembossed Cheque
card which even lets you shop online. Take a look at the free
stuff a Student Achiever account offers you:

· There’s no monthly management fee
· You get five free debit transactions and four free

AutoBank cash deposits per month
· Unlimited free electronic balance enquiries
· No Internet banking subscription fees

        · No bank charges on prepaid airtime top-up using any
one of our AutoBanks or your cellphone

Student Loan
Need to finance your studies? Apply for a Standard Bank Student
Loan covering your fees, books & equipment. Studying away
from home? Our Student Loan can also cover your
accommodation. While you are studying, you only need to pay
the monthly interest and you only start paying the capital amount
on completion of your studies. To tide you over, there are also
grace periods if you have to do articles, community service or
internships.
There are only two words left to say - GET IT!

Visit the Standard Bank stall at registration on Sunday and on
Monday for more information.



6              Standard Bank National Schools Festival            July 2008

Congratulations to the
Top 15 Winners!

 Tansy Bensusan  - St Andrew’s School for Girls
Cameron Cordell  - Grey High School

 Daniella Da Camara  - St Cyprian’s School
 Chantelle Deere  - Clarendon Girls High School

 Pratishtha Haridass  - Epworth High School
 Chloé Hirschman  - Brescia House
Daniel Kaliski  - Herzlia High School

Simone Pearce  - Potchefstroom High School for Girls
Siddharthiya Pillay  - Westville Girls High School

Ashmitha Ramgathi  - New West Secondary School
Alexia Reedy  - Crawford College, Pretoria

Kelly Robbins  - Alexander Road High School
Andrew T udhope  - St Peter’s College

Emily V ermeulen  - Bergvliet High School
Bronwyn White  - Brescia House

The 2008 De Beers English Olympiad
Top 15 Chaperons

Acknowledgement s
The Grahamstown Foundation and the South African Council
for English Education (SACEE) warmly thank the sponsors for
their generous support. Without them the De Beers English
Olympiad would not be possible.

De Beers Fund for the generous sponsorship of the
English Olympiad.

Rhodes University  for the scholarship prizes to the Top
50 English Olympiad Winners.

Sesha Moodley  is currently in her
final year of her Bachelor of Laws
(LLB) at Rhodes University.
During 2007, she took a gap year
from her studies and worked at
the University’s Legal Aid Clinic in
Grahamstown where she gained
invaluable exposure. Sesha has
also been a waitress, a recep-
tionist at a beauty salon and had
her first introduction to the
corporate domain in 1998,
working for StanLib on a tempo-
rary basis. During her high school
career, she represented Brescia
House School in a number of public speaking events and in
1999 was chosen to be a representative of both her school and
country in an exchange programme conducted between SA and
Italy, during which she was able to rectify grave misconceptions
she had about her own culture and country. In 2000, Sesha
participated in another exchange programme between SA and
France, which enabled her to improve her French and academic
performance.

Born and bred Grahamstonian
Kamlesh Narshai  matriculated
from Kingswood College in 1996
and graduated with a Bachelor of
Commerce in Accounting and
Management from Rhodes
University in 2002. Since then, he
has been involved in numerous
activities, such as cashiering at
the National Arts Festival, chaper-
oning the Olympiad Top 15 at the
Standard Bank National Schools
Festival in  2002 and 2003 (yes,
he has done this before - you’re
lucky to have him with you again

this year!), running a nightclub and teaching - he is currently
teaching at Graeme College. Kamlesh has awesome people
skills, is incredibly organised and has an excellent work ethic.

SACEE

We also wish to thank the
sponsors of cash prizes for
the Top 20 English
Olympiad candidates. They
are Monash South Africa,
Maskew Miller Longman,
Heinemann, Cambridge,
Peasron Education and the
South African Council for
English Education (SACEE).

De Beers English Olympiad
A project of the Grahamstown Foundation and the

South African Council for English Education (SACEE)
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Dr Di Ayliff
National Academic
Co-ordinator

     It is that time of year
again when it is my
privilege as the academic
co-ordinator of the English
Olympiad and a repre-
sentative of the SA Council
of English Education
(SACEE) to say welcome
to all pupils and teachers
who are lapping up the
shows, workshops and
lectures that make up the
Schools Festival in
Grahamstown.

      Each year that I watch the top fifteen winners cross the stage
at the prize giving I marvel at the enthusiasm these bright young
people display for all things cultural and literary.  In addition,
they are often also boffins in science and mathematics, leaders
in their schools and participate in sporting and community
activities.   Through them I gain renewed hope for the future and
confidence that South Africa will progress into the twenty-first
century in peace and prosperity.

      The Schools Festival is also a time of reflection for me as I
recall that SACEE was begun about fifty years ago to counter
the apartheid government’s efforts to suppress English and its
culture as it did to other SA languages and their cultures.  It is
thus with much satisfaction that I revel each year in how English
and other SA languages are now free of that oppression and
may be celebrated in joy and cheerful bonhomie.
Grahamstown, with its history as an academic and scholarly
town, is the perfect place to do so.

     The English Olympiad is about celebrating the English
language and culture and encouraging reading, discussion
and thought.  It is not about elitism, but about participation and
although there are wonderful prizes to be won, our aim is to get
people reading in an age when the language of SMSs and TV
soapies dominates.

      Each year the Olympiad committee decides on a new theme
and an anthology is compiled to reflect it.  We also try to change
the genre each year so that pupils who might enter over a three
year period (grades 10 – 12) are exposed to extracts from
novels, short stories, poetry and drama thus providing them
with a variety of texts to explore.  In recent years we have been
delighted by the requests from the teachers for extra copies of
the anthology to use as a teaching aid.  As I write this greeting
Mr Andrew Renard, the chief examiner, is compiling the 2009
text that will once more stretch the minds of pupils as it encour-
ages them to think about issues that are beyond the normal
confines of the school syllabus.  I leave Andrew to give you
more information about this at the prizegiving on 10 July.

     Enjoy the festival, indulge yourselves in soaking up the
atmosphere, wrap up in your scarves and woollen caps and
remember those who went before you to help free South Africa
so that you can go forward to contribute to a prosperous future.

     On behalf of SACEE we extend our grateful thanks to the
Grahamstown Foundation that provides the administrative
support, and De Beers which underwrites this vital cultural
venture.  I look forward to seeing you at the prizegiving when we
honour our top fifteen.

We need:
*Show reviews - these can be a couple of lines or three
paragraphs.
* Vox Pops - pick an issue and get comments from a range of
festival goers (remember if you are quoting someone to do
so accurately). Send in your vox pops with your comments.
* Tell us about the lecture/s or workshops/s you attended.
* How is: Res life? Being away from home? Meeting new
people?
* How was: the journey to Grahamstown? School? (it’s over
guys...what will you miss?)
* How is the talent at fest? “What talent?” you ask.
It’s a festival - come now!
* Interview an artist - like Phillippa or Ewok or Ruth or Liam
or Cobus OR ask us and we will set up an interview for you
with anyone you like as long as they are available!! But you
gotta be real, ok?
* The low-down on how it went down at the Boom Box Ses-
sions
*  Let’s hear about the Visual Art - did you see it? What
happened in your head? And your heart? Write about it!
* And Grahamstown...please tell us about the G-city!
* Tackle an issue: What is ‘good’ theatre? Should art be
‘relevant’? What is ‘relevant’? Should schools festivals only
include local art? Do we need to ‘dredge up our past’?
Why? Why not?

Submit your writing to a Festival Assistant  or drop it in the
Bravo! Drop Box  at the Information desk by

Wednesday 9 July @ 13h00 .
You can call the Editor , Kelly Adami on 082 304 2436 or
visit her in the Arts Ed offices. See available times at

the Information desk
Remember , if you keep it short it has a better chance of

being printed!

Write On!!
Calling all writers and budding journalists!!

See yourself IN PRINT!
Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! is the 2008 Standard Bank

National Schools Festival newspaper!
The deadline for copy is WednesdaWednesdaWednesdaWednesdaWednesday 9July 9July 9July 9July 9July 13h00y 13h00y 13h00y 13h00y 13h00

900 copies of Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! Bravo! will be handed out to all festival
participants on Thursday night.

Put pen to paper and tell us about your festival
experiences! Hand them in as soon as you
write them - they will have a better chance of
publication. Your name and school name
must appear on everything you submit.

However , if you ask to be published
“anonymously” the Editor will remove

your name from print.
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Festival Notices
GROUPS: Each school has been allocated to a
colour-coded GROUP (Group A = pink, Group B = blue,
or Group C = yellow) .  Please refer to the Daily
Programme , and the Week at a Glance  and be sure to
remain with your group at all times.  We have only enough
seats in some venues to accommodate one group at a time.
If people end up in the wrong group they will be sitting in
someone else’s seat.  Venues that are too full become a fire
hazard.  We ask you kindly to co-operate with the group
procedure throughout the festival.

NAME BADGES: Please wear your official festival name
badge on ALL  occasions. Your name badge is specially
colour-coded to show which group you are in.  Admission to
festival activities is restricted to those wearing a Standard
Bank National Schools Festival name badge.

PRODUCTIONS: Entry into productions requires either a
valid Standard Bank National Schools Festival Ticket  or
an official name badge  issued to bona fide full-time
enrolled delegates of the 2008 Standard Bank National
Schools Festival.

FESTIVAL PARTY: You will need to wear your name
badge  to gain entry to the festival p arty .

WORKSHOP ALLOCA TIONS: Unless allocated to Radio-
Active  each pupil will be allocated FOUR different work-
shops.  Pupils will be given a colour-coded workshop ticket
for each workshop. Radio-Active  has follow-on sessions
and counts as two workshops.  Delegates taking part in this
workshop will be allocated to three different workshops.

COLOUR CODING of WORKSHOP TICKETS
Colours correspond with programme information
Monday Allocation One - BLUE TICKET
Tuesday Allocation Two - PINK TICKET
Wednesday Allocation Three - GREEN TICKET
Thursday Allocation Four - YELLOW TICKET

There is a maximum of 30 delegates per workshop.  Your
workshop choices cannot be guaranteed as enrolment is on
a first come, first served basis. Please approach your
allocations with an open mind. We are confident that every
workshop is of an excellent standard.

FESTIVAL INFORMATION DESK and BOOKING OFFICE:
Announcements, programme changes, special arrange-
ments, bus timetables, lost property, messages etc., will be
advertised on a notice board at the Information Desk  on
the Ground Floor of the 1820 Settlers National Monument.
Please consult the person on duty at the Information Desk.
We are here to help! If you are desperate and near a phone,
call Tel:  (046) 603 1107, (046)  603  1100, (046) 603 1179.

DRESS: Pupils are expected to wear school uniforms for
the following events:
The Official Opening on Monday , 7 July , at 08h30.
Olympiad Prize-Giving on Thursday 10 July , at 10h00.

Pupils are expected to dress semi-formally for all other
theatre visits and tours. Pupils must be suitably clothed for
active workshops i.e. track suits or comfortable clothes to
allow for movement.

PUNCTUALITY and THEATRE ETIQUETTE: Please be
punctual for the start of all performances, lectures and
workshops. No entry into theatres will be allowed after a
show has started. Once seated in theatres, delegates will
not be allowed to exit the theatre during a performance. No
disruptive behaviour will be tolerated during perform-
ances, lectures or workshops.
Screaming, wolf-whistles and talking are not appropriate
responses in a theatre. We encourage you to ensure that
your response to the theatre productions is always your
own, sincere and appropriate .

PHOTOGRAPHS: No flash photography is allowed in
theatres ! The Standard Bank National Schools Festival has
its own official photographers.  No other photographic or
video equipment may be taken into or used in a venue while
a lecture or performance is in progress.

CELL PHONES:  PLEASE SWITCH OFF YOUR
CELL PHONES during all performances, lec-
tures and workshops.  Cell phone signals
interfere with the sound systems in the theatres
and it is rude and distracting to those around
you to take calls, or have your telephone flashing
at you in the middle of a festival event!

FESTIVAL VENUES: No food or drink may be taken into
any of the festival venues.

RESIDENCE RULES: Teachers and pupils are reminded of
rules of behaviour in the residences and school hostels
(please see The Code of Conduct). Pupils are expected to
accept discipline in the residences/hostels and to refrain
from raucous late-night behaviour. Curfew for all
delegates in residences and hostels is 23h30, except
for Wednesday night when it will be 00h30.

TRANSPORT: Delegates without transport will need to rely
on comfortable walking shoes and the good will of those
schools who have spaces available on their buses. Limited
transport is provided during the festival for schools who have
made prior arrangements for transport.

MAP: All delegates need to refer to the map on page 36,
and to plan routes carefully in order to arrive at their venues
in good time.

RESPONSE SHEETS: Please fill these in and return them
to any member of the Schools Festival Team, after the final
show of the festival on Thursday night, with your name
badge.

Your opinion is import ant to us!
Please tell us what you think!
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Keynote S peaker

Master Minds
Lecturers

Standard Bank Feature Lecture
Hannah Mphelo-Abbas:  Do it because
you can!
Hannah, Provincial Director for Gauteng
Standard Bank, is a Wits University
Business School Management Develop-
ment Programme and Management
Advancement Programme graduate.
She is currently studying for a ‘Certificate
in Coaching’ through the University of
Stellenbosch Business School. Born in
Soweto, she is a mother of three boys
and worked as a medical technician for
the Institute of Virology before joining Standard Bank in 1987. In
2002, Hannah became an Area Business Manager, responsible
for seven branches and agencies, after which she was pro-
moted to Provincial Director of the Eastern Cape. On the way,
Hannah collected a number of performance awards, including
the bank’s coveted Rising Star Award for Excellence. In 2005
she was awarded the ‘Oprah Winfrey Award’ for her caring yet
confident results-orientated performance, which resulted in her
becoming the first black female Provincial Director. Hannah was
awarded Corporate Business Woman of the year 2006 by BWA
(Business Woman’s Association) Eastern Cape and was
nominated for the Pick n’ Pay / Algoa FM Business Person of the
year 2007.

Maureen de Jager: Walk “In
Sepia”
Maureen is an artist and a lecturer
in Studio Practice (Sculpture) in
the Fine Art Department at
Rhodes University. She was born
in Kuruman in 1973, moved to
Johannesburg in 1980, and has
lived and worked in Grahamstown
since 2002. Her artworks have
been included in several exhibi-
tions, both locally and internation-
ally. She has had three solo exhibitions during the National Arts
Festival in the past seven years: two of these were on the Fringe
programme and her current exhibition, In Sepia, was on the
Main programme this year. She has a BA (Fine Art) degree and
an MA (Fine Art) degree from Wits University, both with distinc-
tion. She also has a brown belt in Shotokan karate.

Liezl de Kock: Get the Picture -
Visual Theatre as a dare to explore
Although a young Liezl preferred the
safe quiet existence of her own
company, she later found that other
people also play at different worlds
in their heads, and quite naturally
drifted into theatre. Now she is
employed as a clown and can go to
bed feeling at peace with herself. 
Part of that stems from performing in
groundbreaking works like Pictures
of You, GUMBO, ‘Nuff Sed, and
Surfacing.  Also, check her in many
short movies (and longer ones) like

Hollywood in my Huis.  And yes – it’s true…she is known to
improvise wildly all over Cape Town with Theatresports.

Phillipp a Yaa de Villiers: Who
am I?
Phillippa studied mime and
theatre in Paris and toured with
Theatre for Africa before
returning to South Africa to act
for stage for ten years. She
also developed a career in
television writing, writing for
Backstage, Takalani Sesame
and Soul City. In 2005 she was the runner-up best writer in the
Performing Arts Network of South Africa’s Festival of Contempo-
rary Theatre Readings for her play, Where the Children Live.
This year she appeared at the Jozi Spoken Word Festival, and
was invited by the Poet Laureate of South Africa, Keorapetse
Kgositsile, to the 12th Havana International Poetry Festival in
Cuba. Recently she wrote and performed Original Skin, a one-
woman show which ran at the Market Theatre Laboratory. She
also published her first volume of poetry, “Taller than Buildings”,
which is now in its second edition. She is currently touring
giving readings and performances – this year she has per-
formed in Adelaide (Australia), Birmingham (England), Havana
(Cuba), Cape Town, Johannesburg and East London.

Gcina Mhlophe , probably South Africa’s most celebrated
storyteller, has been writing and performing on stage and
screen for the past 21 years. She has written many children’s
books as well as adult audience poetry, short stories and plays.
Her writings are published all over the world and translated into
German, French, Italian, Swahili and Japanese.  She has
received honorary degrees in London and South Africa, awards
from the BBC, The Edinburgh Festival, groups in New York and
Chicago, as well as being invited to attend a prestigious seat in
Boston as Writer in Residence. Her work has been produced for
television by the BBC in London, in America by an organization
of children’s music, and she composed the script and musical
score for a programme in Germany. Here at home she is well
known for her show Gcina and friends where she performs her
own stories and songs. Earlier this year Gcina was awarded
Honorary Doctorates from The Universities of Pretoria and Fort
Hare. She surely is one of the chief warriors for the growth of
language, literacy and creativity at home and around the world
today.
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Ruth Everson: Becoming
Visible
It’s not what we have been that
is important but what we are
yet to become. This is the
challenge, this is the excite-
ment. But if you need to know
the arbitrary details: Ruth has a
BA degree and a Higher
Diploma in Education, special-

ising in Drama. She is currently teaching English at St Stithians
Girls’ College. She is a poet and writer who loves to share her
creativity with the similarly insane. She has done script writing
for the Liberty Life Learn Channel and for Ethiopian education.
She has used her poetry and communication skills in places as
diverse as Egypt and China. Her poetry has been used in
national exams and in textbooks. She runs Thinking out of the
box and poetry workshops, and is an inspirational speaker and
freelance writer. Ruth is currently in the process of qualifying as
a Life Coach. The most important thing is her passion to
unleash her own potential and with it, that of others.

Ashraf Johaardien: Fierce Dreams:
Staging myths about urban sex and
violence in K. Sello Duiker’s “The
Quiet Violence of Dreams”
Ashraf is an award-winning play-
wright, performer, columnist and arts
manager. He has been profession-
ally associated with arts organiza-
tions, theatres and festivals in South
Africa, Canada, the USA, Ireland, the
Netherlands and the UK. His plays
include Coloured Son X, Happy
Endings Are Extra, STRIPPED,
Miracle and Ecce Homo!

Ward Jones: Philosophy and the
Puzzling Arts
Ward is an Associate Professor in the
Philosophy Department at Rhodes
University. His areas of research
include epistemology, philosophy of
mind and ethics. He spent three
years lecturing Philosophy at the
University of Oxford before joining the
Department at Rhodes. He is Chief
Editor of the journal ‘Philosophical
Papers’, and he is currently editing a
book collection entitled ‘Ethics in
Film’.

Khwezi Magwaza: Building a Personal
Brand  presented by Standard Bank as a
Feature Lecture
Born and raised in Pietermaritzburg,
Khwezi attended the Wykheham Collegiate
before studying Journalism at Rhodes
University. She started off her career in
fashion PR, working with clients like ELLE
magazine, before moving to leading youth
radio station YFM, where she worked as
an Events Manager. Khwezi then returned
to her first love (print journalism) as a
senior reporter at Heat magazine, as well
as on-air host of Global Soul on YFM. In 2007 she was ap-
proached to launch SABC’s very first celebrity news and gossip
show, The Real Goboza. At the end of the show’s hugely
successful first season, Khwezi jumped at the opportunity of a
lifetime: to take over as editor of South Africa’s biggest selling
teen magazine, seventeen, which is her current position.

Tracy Morison: Killing
culture: Are adver-
tising’s images of
women fantasy or
fatal?
Tracy holds a Masters
in Research Psychol-
ogy. At present she is
completing her
doctorate and working
as a part-time re-
search assistant in
the Rhodes Psychol-
ogy department. Her work, broadly speaking, falls into the area
known as Critical Social Psychology, which studies peoples’
relationships with others, with groups and with society as a
whole. Tracy is especially interested in gender issues - her past
research has focussed on young women and self-harm.
Currently, she is exploring men’s roles in parenthood decisions.

Sechaba Morojele:
Sechaba’s ubuntu
Sechaba graduated with a
BSc degree in Statistics from
the University of Manchester
and worked for four years as a
statistician in England and SA
before giving it all up to
pursue a career in the film
industry. In 1999 he enrolled
at the American Film Institute

(AFI) in Los Angeles to do an MFA in film directing where his
thesis film Ubuntu’s Wounds won numerous awards. Ubuntu’s
Wounds has since continued playing in festivals around the
world and has won Best Short film at the Apollo Film Festival
and Best South African Short at the Durban International Film
Festival. Sechaba also directed and co-produced the profes-
sional drama series After 9. He is currently working on a 13 part
series for SABC2 titled Hola Mpinji. As an actor Sechaba has
appeared in numerous shows including: The Buddy Holly
Show, Angels in America, Green Man Flashing (theatre); Going
Up III & IV, Yizo Yizo I, Saints, Sinners and Settlers, Cry me A
Baby, Kelebone, the Not quite Friday Night series, Dangerous
Grounds (alongside Ice Cube, Elizabeth Hurley & Vingh
Rhames), Justice for All, Zero Tolerance, Backstage, Hard Copy,
Shadows, Isidingo, Sorted and Rythm City.

Rob Murray: Get the Picture -
Visual Theatre as a dare to
explore
Rob Murray, AKA “Ugli Bob”, is the
Artistic Director of FTH:K (from the
hip: khulumakahle), and also one
of the main instigators behind “a
conspiracy of clowns”. A clown,
big dreamer, and eternal work-in-
progress, Rob manages to juggle
the sometimes hectic and
contrasting demands of writing,
performing, directing, producing,
and teaching with a
plum…er…aplomb. Recent
theatre work has been the innovative Pictures of You, the cult
classic The Dog’s Bollocks, ‘Nuff Sed, GUMBO (recently back
from touring Germany), and the award-winning Birds’ Eye View.
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Isabelle Rorke: Animation in South
Africa
Isabelle studied journalism through
the East Cape News Agency and
Rhodes University. After an internship
at Ebony Magazine, she started her
journalism career at Tribute maga-
zine. She later moved on to become a
member of the team that transformed
the old National Parks magazine,
Custos, into the dynamic new Timbila
magazine, which won three PICA
awards. Isabelle also took on the challenge of single handedly
transforming the old Young Custos into Bundukids, an environ-
mental magazine for children. She then moved to broadcast
journalism and became Head Producer of Arts, Entertainment,
and Culture for Morning Live on SABC 2. Isabelle is co-founder
and owner of Anamazing Workshop, for whom she has pro-
duced various projects, including: a 3D animated bug spray
commercial for international client Rickert and Benkiser; 2D
shorts for Sesame Street; the production of My Big Fat Afrikaans
Wedding; and a one hour United Nations Development Pro-
gramme SA2020 video, which combined animation and live
action. Isabelle has been a guest lecturer at Monash University
and Wits School of Digital Arts on Producing Animation.

Acty Tang: You don’ t need
to know what’s going on,
but how it goes on
Acty is a choreographer and
physical performer. He was
the winner of the Standard
Bank Young Artist Award for
Dance in 2007, and lec-
tures part-time at the
Rhodes University Drama
Department. He also has a

Master of Arts degree in Drama from Rhodes and has per-
formed across the country with the First Physical Theatre
Company. His physical theatre workshops have inspired young
people in KwaZulu Natal, the Eastern and Western Cape, and
sometimes he gets stopped in the street with the exclamation,
“I saw you on TV!” owing to his appearance on Head Wrap on
SABC 1.

First Physical Theatre:
Reading Dance
The company was established
in 1993. Artistic Director Gary
Gordon, regarded as a pioneer
in South African theatre, has
worked internationally in  the
fields of performance, choreog-
raphy, and education, and has
received numerous  prestig-
ious accolades and awards.
Based in Grahamstown, the
company has delivered world
class performance pro-

grammes while maintaining a national profile in education and
development. The company has produced over ninety original
theatre works including six major full-length danceplays. With a
commitment to producing work for a South African audience,
touring has included performances in Cape Town, Durban,
Knysna, East  London, Grahamstown, Hogsback, Johannes-
burg, Port Elizabeth and Stellenbosch. Professional residen-
cies and workshops have extended the company’s impact in
Alice,  Bloemfontein, Lady Grey, Mdantsane, Pietermaritzburg
and several rural communities in the Eastern Cape. The
company has also performed in Botswana and France, and
residencies have been conducted in Denmark and the UK.

Workshop Leaders
Practical Magicians

Richard Antrobus: Drag ‘n
Fly
Richard matriculated from
St Andrews College,
Grahamstown, completed
his BA (Hons) in Drama at
Rhodes University in 2004,
and has performed part-
time and as a full time
resident performer with the
First Physical Theatre Company. He has studied abroad,
gaining a diploma with Distinction at the School of Physical
Theatre in London. He has since returned to South Africa to read
for his MA Drama in Contemporary Performance, but continues
to work part-time for the First Physical Theatre Company as both
a performer and administrator. Richard has a keen interest and
enthusiasm for the whole spectrum of physical theatre, ranging
from acting and mime to acrobatics and dance. He is a proud
South African ‘small-towner’ striving to develop a unique style
and technique as a solo artist, ensemble performer and teacher,
who both entertains and challenges the physical, emotional and
spiritual aspects of our lives.

Thami Baba: Vocal va-va-voom
Born and educated in Grahamstown,
Thami, one of the Triplets of Tantyi, is a
true blue singer who loves to make
music. Thami has also worked in
several schools running drama work-
shops. Being a mum herself, she has a
magical way with children and teenag-
ers, commanding attention whilst having
lots of fun. Thami came out of the 2004
Ubom! Skills Programme and went on to
work for Ubom! in a number of capaci-
ties in 2005. She became a full-time

performer/facilitator with the company in 2006 and continues to
grow as a dynamic and multi-skilled actor and workshop leader.
Dynamite comes in small packages. Look out!

Dorian Burstein: Behind the
Mask
Dorian finished his BA Hon-
ours degree in drama at
Rhodes University with Mime,
Choreography and Design.
He spent a year in Johannes-
burg in 2005 where he was
involved in ‘ON CUE Theatre’,
in Macbeth, The Princess and
the Frog and Pierot and the
Sad Clown.  Dorian worked for
Ubom! Eastern Cape Drama
Company in 2006 and 2007 - his exceptional mime and physical
comedy skills featuring strongly in the company’s work.

Maureen de Jager: In Sepia (See Master Minds pg 9)
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Paddy Donnelly: Arts on Air
Paddy has worked as a journalist and
audiovisual producer in South Africa
and in London producing film, video,
publications and photographs for the
international anti-apartheid struggle.
He then worked as an audio-visual
and media officer for an international
development NGO and was manager
of the Open Learning Centre at City
University in London. He is Television
Production Manager of the Africa
Media Matrix at Rhodes University.

Ruth Everson:  BITE (See Master Minds  pg 10)

Nicola Haskins: Don’t say it, mime it!
Nicola has an Honours Degree with
Distinction in Drama from Rhodes
University. She was a resident
performer, choreographer and
educator with the First Physical
Theatre Company from 2003 – 2006.
She conceptualised and facilitated
numerous workshops, residencies
and lecture demonstrations across
the country as well as facilitating the
dance component of the Rhodes University Post-Graduate
Certificate in Education for future school teachers. Nicola has
taught Skills and Development Courses at various youth
companies such as the Dance Factory Youth and is currently
working on a production of Macbeth headed for Mexico.

Christi Haworth: Haiku & Gyotaku
An avid reader and writer of poetry, Christi
has had a long association with the
Grahamstown Foundation, starting as a
participant at the Schools Festivals during
her Grade 11 and 12 years. She was head
of the poetry society in her senior years at
school and, now in her second year at
Rhodes University, she is studying
towards a Law degree. She has not,
however, abandoned her love of literature

and adds Modern Fiction to her mix of subjects. She has been a
workshop leader for three consecutive years for the Children’s
Arts Festival. Ever exploring the interconnectedness of art,
literature, the universe and everything, she is teaming up with
Vanessa Rouhani to give expression to the art of gyotaku
through haiku, an ancient Japanese poetic form.

Karen Logan: The Ideas Factory
Karen is a director, theatre-maker and
videographer who graduated from
UCT with an honours degree in
Theatre and Performance in 2004.
Having begun in the acting stream at
UCT, Karen quickly changed to
specialise in theatre-making when
she realised that if she wanted to
pursue a theatre career in South Africa,
she had better make sure she could
create her own work! Since graduating
she has worn different ‘hats’ and
moves between the theatre and film worlds. Karen has her own
production company, Amehlo Videos, which produces docu-
mentary film work that tells South African stories, as well as
video installations for theatre and dance productions. She
recently played Ophelia in a production of Hamlet at the Durban
Playhouse and directed the award-winning production Tin
Bucket Drum.

Liam Magner: Jumpstart!
Liam has an honours degree in
Drama and Performance from the
University of KwaZulu Natal. As a
student he travelled to Belgium
where he and others from UKZN
represented SA in an international
theatre festival. As part of the Comic
duo The Neon Anthems, Liam has
written and performed in four
productions with Cobus Van

Heerden. Their show Tokoloshe Come and Go! has been
performed nationally and internationally.  Liam received awards
for Best New Male South African Actor and Best New SA Script at
the 2005 Durban Theatre Awards, he has appeared on TV in
Bay of Plenty and Reel Peeps and has a lead role in the movie
Oil on Water,  as well as roles in two other short films. A DJ and
producer, he creates and performs music in the electronic rap
duo SPITMUNKY! Catch him as DJ Veranda_Panda at Boom
Box Sessions, as well as in his new one man show SPUN, at
this year’s festival.

Mike Mati: Gumboots Galore
Mike is the chairperson of the
President’s Award Dance Com-
pany, which was established in
1991. He has performed abroad in
London and in Germany and has
also performed for several dignitar-
ies such as Nelson Mandela,
President Mbeki and Prince
Edward and his wife Sophie. Mike
has worked as an administrator for
the First Physical Theatre Company and is currently working in
the same capacity for Ubom! Eastern Cape Drama Company at
the Rhodes University Drama Department.

Tisco Mati: Gumboots Galore
Tisco completed a First Physical
Theatre Professional Training course at
Rhodes in 2002. He won a silver medal
in the SA Final World Championships in
Performing Arts and toured England
and Germany in 1995 and 1996. He
performed for Nelson Mandela and
Thabo Mbeki and was the
Grahamstown Central Arts Forum
Chairman. He is a Ground Breaker for
Love Life, has a diploma in Sport

Facilitation, is a fashion designer and is an Eastern Cape
Basketball Coach for girls under 20. Tisco is currently running a
basketball development programme in the Albany District.

Ernest Moikangoa: Phanz Phezulu
Ernest has been involved in main-
stream theatre productions for nine
years, including Julius Caesar, Maru
and Jean Paul Sarte’s Crime Pas-
sionel and he toured with the Youth
Ensemble of Atlanta in 2000 in the
U.S. He conducted Children’s Theatre
Workshops at ‘Kiddie Keep Well’ for
three months in New Jersey and was
given an award for outstanding work.
Last year, Ernest was involved in the
production Maru and co-directed Trials
which toured the U.S. In 2006, he was contracted to Pacofs as
an actor in Moshoeshoe -The Musical, as well as Wrath of Rah.
Ernest is currently serving on the Free State Provincial Youth Arts
Council as a treasurer and dealing with media and communica-
tions, as well as serving on the Basha Arts Festival committee.
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Brendan Murray: Standup for yourself!
Brendan graduated from UCT with a
Bachelor of Arts in Theatre and Perform-
ance in 2005. During that year, he
received a Fleur du Cap Nomination for
Most Promising Student, as well as The
Ruth Pfeffer Prize for Best Student in
Dramatic Art. Brendan has been involved
in numerous theatre productions, such
as After Easter, Les Liasons
Dangereusses, Beethoven in Raptus,
Crooked, Amadeus, Romeo and Juliet
and Hamlet. Catch him this week in The

Game of the Heart. Not only is he an  actor, he is also a standup
comic! He’s been gigging since 2006 in clubs around Cape
Town. Highlights in Brendan’s standup career include a
performance for 4000 people at the UCT Fresher’s Braai in
2006, hosting the main stage at Rocking the Daisies 2007, and
“the longest running temporal and geographical comedy tour in
the country” The Comedy Revolution, which has seen him
touring with three international acts this year. He has done
several corporate gigs too, but prefers not to talk about them.

Lulamile Mzamane: Radio-Active
Lulamile joined Rhodes Music
Radio (RMR) in 2007 and is a DJ
and News reader for the campus
station. She is currently studying
for her Bachelor of Arts in Drama.
Her favourite music genres are
Afro-jazz/pop and House as well as
Hip-hop and she tends to be
patriotically biased towards most
artists with the proudly South
African stamp on their album sleeves.

Gcobani Ndabeni:
Radio-Active
Gcobani aka DJ Cool G
joined RMR in 2007. He
loves being on air and
(truthfully) the sound of
his own voice and is an
aspiring hip hop artist
and musician. He loves
Hip hop, RnB, and a little

bit of everything else – if it sounds good, he’ll rock to it (yup, that
includes Britney Spears ladies and gentlemen).

Alan Parker: Stop, Drag and Roll!
Alan has a BA Honours as well as a
Masters degree, both with distinc-
tion, in Drama from Rhodes Univer-
sity.  He has worked with the First
Physical Theatre Company on a
part-time basis since 2004 as a
performer, choreographer and stage
manager for various productions.
Alan also teaches extensively for
both the Company as well as the
Rhodes Drama department in
contemporary dance techniques,
physical theatre, contact improvisa-
tion and Ashtanga yoga.

Reabetswe Rangaka: Capoeira
Reabetswe is a Film, Drama and
English graduate with his main focus
being on Film Production. He studied
for four years at UCT, dipping here
and there into a number of cultural
activities from stage acting to martial
arts. Rea started capoeira two years
and sees it as one of the most
exciting forms of cultural expression
fusing elements of martial arts, dance
and trickery into a tradition that steeped in a history that is just as
varied and colourful. He takes his capoeira very seriously and
focuses a lot on technique and the nuances of the art but also
insists that people must be able to find a place for themselves
(and have fun) within the ‘rigid’, thereby growing their own
personal sense of freedom and expression.

Iain Robinson: So you wanna start a
band?
Durban bred MC Iain Robinson aka
Creamy Ewok Baggends, is a graffiti
writing head from the WK? crew,
Illuminating Shadows frontman,
freestyle battle and Slam champion,
Hip Hop activist and proudly South
African rapper. A jazz playing dad and
a theatre professional mom raised
him with a feel for the stage and the

Mic, developing from a young age a mind that was quick to
engage with Hip Hop self-expression.  He’s spat Shakespeare
for school kids, slammed poetry for students, kicked lyrics for
teachers, performed for politicians and poor people, jammed
with jazz bands, and travelled to other lands with nothing but a
pen and pad and a can in his hands. 2007 saw the release of
his debut album Higher Flyer For Hire in September 2007.  He
followed this quickly with his first publication of lyrics and poetry
Word: Customized Hype published by Echoing Green Press in
November 2007. In 2008 Ewok will be travelling to the ABC
Festival in Germany and Oordspraak Festival in Sweden while
maintaining an active national performance schedule from the
National Arts Festival to the Poetry Africa Festival, from the east
coast to the west coast, north and south, spitting fire from his
mouth. Heynolakka.

Vanessa Rouhani: Haiku & Gyotkau
Vanessa is a Science Communicator
at the South African Institute for Aquatic
Biodiversity (SAIAB), with a focus on
public awareness of science, and in
particular aquatic biodiversity. Vanessa
has a background in Ichthyology (the
study of fish), but is currently involved
in communicating science through the
production of resource materials,
workshops, exhibitions, lessons and
educational activities for all age
groups. Her Gyotaku workshops offer a
fun and creative way of learning about
fish.
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Jen Schneeberger: Vocal va-va-
voom
Jen is an accomplished performer and
stage manager who graduated from
Rhodes University Drama Department
with her Honours Degree in 2006. In
2007 she was quickly grabbed up by
Ubom! to be their Company Manager,
due to her multiplicity of skills including
design, theatre management, stage
management and performance. She is
a passionate and skilful performer, recently starred in the
acclaimed Masters production Marat Sade. Jen began to
perform with the company towards the end of 2007 and is now a
full time performer for Ubom! Her soulful singing and unique
presence on stage make Jen a captivating performer!

Brink Scholtz: Dare to Direct!
After doing her BA Honours degree in
Drama and Psychology at Rhodes
University, Brink worked in Scotland for
three years making theatre with
learning-disabled adults. She then
returned to Rhodes to do an MA in
directing and performance and in 2005
she directed a successful production
of Marat Sade. In 2006 she joined
Ubom! as a full-time performer/
facilitator. Now that she has finished

her MA, Brink is the resident director for Ubom! and is responsi-
ble for all of the company’s artistic products. She is especially
interested in improvisation techniques and devising theatre.

Milton Schorr: What happens next?
Milton graduated from UCT with an
honours degree in Theatre-Making in
2003. Since then he has co-founded
BOA: Underground Theatre Alliance,
along with Steven Pillemer, Myer Taub
and The Rooster Collective. He has
created and directed plays under both of
these banners including The Homeless
Menace, Who Stabbed Bra Bra Bush
and The Game of the Heart. He is an
accomplished writer having written both
educationally and for television, and his
latest play Wrestling will be performed at Artscape in October
2008. His current projects are the revival of the play The Game
of the Heart, and the writing and directing of the short film Shark
Attack.

Tshegofat so Tlholoe: Drag ‘n Fly
Tshegofatso began her training at
Rhodes University, where she special-
ised in physical theatre, contemporary
dance and choreography under
Professor Gary Gordon, receiving an
Honours degree in Drama.  She has
also undergone training in the Butoh
style, under the tutelage of Butoh
practitioners Boaz and Aneke Barkan of
Denmark. She has performed exten-
sively with The First Physical Theatre
Company since 2006, becoming a

resident performer in 2007. She has appeared in Juanita
Finestone-Praeg’s 16 Kinds of Emptiness and Gary Gordon’s
Go.  Tshegofatso has also choreographed numerous works for
First Physical such as wRapt (2006), Memory of Ground (2007)
and Between (2007). In 2008, Tshegofatso won the MEC Award
for Most Promising Dancer in a Contemporary Style.

Cobus V an Heerden: Out the Box
Cobus, a full time performer, attainined
a degree at UKZN majoring in Drama
and Media. In 2006 he was seen in a
number of productions including King
Lear, Popcorn, Jimbo, Abbamaniacs,
Sleeping Beauty and Tokoloshe Come
and Go!, which he co-wrote and which
ran successfully at the Hilton and
Grahamstown Arts Festivals. In 2005
Cobus won Durban Theatre Awards for
Best New Male Performer and Best

New SA script. In 2006 he was nominated for several awards
including best lead actor (Tokoloshe Come and Go!), best
production (Tokoloshe Come and Go!) and best supporting
actor in a musical theatre production (Abbamaniacs). 2007 saw
him performing as Hamlet at the Playhouse Opera and he
recently starred in the Neon Anthems’ Go Go! Musical Comedy
Show!, which he co-wrote with Liam Magner. He still performs
Tokoloshe Come and Go! in theatres around the country and his
new one man show CATCH, features at this year’s festival.

Sphesihle Xulu:  Radio Active
Sphesihle is currently studying a
Bachelor of Drama at Rhodes
University and loves performing
and the arts. He joined Rhodes
Music Radio (RMR) in 2006 and
greatly appreciates the experi-
ence he has received whilst
there.

Luvuyo Yanta: Vocal va-va-voom
Luvuyo is a luscious singer, and gets
audiences to their feet with his youthful
exuberance and charisma. He is a
Grahamstown performer, and has
performed at the National Arts Festival
in Thuthula: Heart of the Labyrinth, as
well as The Potjie, both directed by
Janet Buckland. Born and bred in
Grahamstown, Luvuyo was educated at
Nathaniel Nyaluza High School where
his talent for drama was nurtured by his

English teacher. As the most senior member of the company
(having been a full-time performer with Ubom! since 2004),
Luvuyo is a stalwart within the ensemble who continues to
develop his skills as a performer and facilitator.

Rungano Zendera: Radio-Active
Rungano aka DJ RS has been
‘spinnin’ in clubs for six years. A vast
knowledge of music and production
landed him a spot as the Music
Manager at Rhodes University’s
campus radio station RMR. At the
end of his tenure he remained at the
station as presenter and DJ and
now hosts two specialist radio
shows, Nitegrooves and The Upper
Room. His versatility and creativity as both a Hip Hop and
House DJ have given him the ability to please fans with unique
sets that fuse R&B vocals on thumping house tracks. He is
resident DJ at Equilibrium night club and has had the opportu-
nity to share the stage with Nitegrooves founder DJ Wigga,
Brightlite productions – DJ Match and Willy D, DJ Monks, DJ
Fresh (5fm), Mlu (5fm), Euphonik (5fm), Roger Goode (5fm),
SPHEctacula (Metro & 5fm), Matt Suttner, Fistaz Mixwell (Metro
FM), Lady Lea and Craig De Sousa (Good Hope).


