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The Standard Bank National Schools Festival
...is a five-day, jam-packed feast of artistic celebration for grade twelve learners and their teachers, who
come together to participate, within a non-competitive and professionally supervised environment, in
vibrant, hands-on workshops, and to share in and enjoy a variety of challenging and dynamic shows and
lectures, all presented by experts with the special ability to motivate and inspire young people.

Why should you attend?
It’s an opportunity to enlarge your boundaries, explore your options, interact with professional artists and
experts, and meet other young South Africans in an environment of intense activity, creativity and growth.
It’s also excellent value for money! The registration fee for this five-day feast including twelve professional
productions, several lectures, four workshops, movies, tours and exhibitions, and a Festival party in the
magnificent 1820 Settlers Monument, is only R600 per person.

Start Saving those cents!!
The earlier you start, the easier it becomes to get there! So start fund-raising and saving the money now!
Remember to include transport and accommodation costs, as well as pocket money in your budget.

Need further Sponsorship?
Limited sponsorship is available to those in need who apply early. Applications for sponsorship must be
made in writing and should include a good motivation. Please contact the Festival Office for further details if
needed.

Important contact details:
The Manager: Schools Festivals
Grahamstown Foundation
PO Box 304
GRAHAMSTOWN, 6140

Tel: (046) 603 1107 / 603 1122
Fax: (046) 622 7462
e-mail: schools.festival@foundation.org.za
website: http://schoolfest.foundation.org.za

Payment may be made using one of the following methods:
a) By direct deposit to:

OR

The Grahamstown Foundation
Standard Bank, Grahamstown
Branch code 050917
Account number 081 996 071
NB: Please write NSF Festival on the deposit slip and fax it, with your three enrolment forms, to
Fax number 046 622 7462
b) By cheque made out to the Grahamstown Foundation, and posted with your enrolment form to:
Schools Festivals,
Grahamstown Foundation
PO Box 304, Grahamstown, 6140

NB: Payments for all accommodation should be made directly to the accommodation institution of your
choice, not to the Grahamstown Foundation.
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How to Book your Place
Remember - Booking is essential!
Space is limited. The festival could be fully booked BEFORE
the closing date. We advise you to book early to avoid
disappointment. Bookings are accepted on a first come, first
served basis.
Step One: The Registration Form
1. Remove the centre page from the Booking Kit. This is the 2011 Standard Bank National
Schools Festival Registration Form. Complete ALL the information in the designated areas
on both sides of the form. It is vitally important that your telephone, alternative (home or
cell) and fax numbers are included. Fax numbers are used to confirm enrolments and give
you important final details.
2. Using the “Workshop Enrolment and Registration Form” list each delegate’s
information, including the teachers on the form. Leave the workshop choice section blank
until we send you the workshop details. As soon as you forward your enrolment form to us,
we will fax you the workshop choices.
3. The Festival Registration/Enrolment Fee is R600 per person and applies to both learners
and chaperons. It includes all Festival events, i.e. 4 workshops, +10 productions, 2 - 4
lectures, movies and a Festival party. The registration fee must be paid into the
Grahamstown Foundation bank account (see page 2).

Step Two: The Accommodation Form
•

Choose the accommodation that suits you best, making your accommodation arrangements
directly with the accommodation institution you choose. You may use a copy of the
registration form to forward your booking details to your accommodation institution.
Accommodation form is found on separate attachment.

Step Three: Making your Booking
1. Send your completed forms, followed as soon as possible by proof of payment, to the
fax number given on page 2. If we have received a cheque or a faxed deposit slip, it is
considered to be adequate “proof of payment”. This will secure your registration if space is
still available but separate arrangements need to be made for your accommodation and
transport.

Please Note: Telephonic bookings do not guarantee a place in the Festival!
They are treated as provisional bookings. They indicate intent to submit an enrolment, and help us
to make space adjustments where necessary. Bookings will be confirmed on receipt of enrolment
forms and payment. Please note that the onus is on the teacher-in-charge to confirm that we
have received both bookings and payments, and that your group is in fact enrolled. Please contact
us at the numbers given on page 2 to confirm your booking.
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General Information
What you Need to Know
Registration
Registration for confirmed enrolments will take place in the 1820 Settlers National Monument,
Grahamstown, from 11h00 to 14h00 on Sunday 10 July 2011. If you will be arriving later please
let us know and a special arrangement can be made.

Official Opening
The Official Opening ceremony will take place on Monday 11 July, at 08h30 in the Main
Auditorium of the 1820 Settlers Monument. School uniform is required for the Official
Opening.

Accommodation
Accommodation must be booked in advance. Please see the “Where to Stay” options on page 6.
At Rhodes University males and females are accommodated separately.
A male and female chaperon is required for mixed school groups. If you are battling to find
the necessary chaperons to accompany your group, call us to explore the possibility of sharing
chaperoning responsibilities with another school. We recommend that you bring extra blankets
and hot water bottles to make your stay in Grahamstown more comfortable. While Rhodes
accommodation may seem expensive, staying on the university campus gives learners a unique
opportunity to experience a tertiary environment first-hand. Delegates may check into their
accommodation after 16h00 onwards on Sunday 10 July 2011. Supper will be served at Rhodes
from 17h30 onwards. The evening performance begins at 19h30 on Sunday 10 July. (All this
information will be confirmed in the confirmation letters of those schools who have registered with
us and paid).
Please Note: If your school requires accommodation on the night before the festival begins, i.e.
Saturday 9 July 2011, this needs to be booked well in advance as the residences are fairly full
with visitors for the National Arts Festival. Please confirm both the booking and payment for this
extra night before arriving in Grahamstown. Bookings for Saturday night should be made
directly with the accommodation institution of your choice.

Venues and Transport
The festival is held all over Grahamstown, including the 1820 Settlers Monument, Rhodes
University, and several school halls. Maps are supplied, but schools will need to provide their own
transport. Please contact us if you would like help with arranging transport around Grahamstown.

End of Festival and Departure
Please note that the last show will end at approximately 21h00 on the final evening of the festival,
Thursday 14 July. Rhodes residences and VG Hostels must be vacated immediately after
breakfast on Friday 15 July 2011.

Punctuality
Punctuality is vital for meals, shows and activities. The smooth running of the festival depends on
this, so please stress this to your pupils and your bus drivers.
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Chaperons
Chaperons are expected to remain with their learners throughout the Festival to assist them in
finding venues and workshops, and to assume responsibility for their behaviour. Delegates staying
in the various hostels and residences are subject to the applicable Code of Conduct. While the
chaperons play an important role in looking after their learners they are also welcome to attend
workshops of their choice, and will have access to all productions, lectures and events. All
delegates experience a diverse range of festival material that has been professionally selected
from the main Arts Festival programme. The Schools Festival programme has consistently proven
to be just as enriching and exciting for teachers as it is for pupils!

Code of Conduct
A Code of Conduct will be handed out at registration. All delegates will be required to sign and
abide by the Code of Conduct.

Dress Code
Learners should wear school uniform for:
* The Official Opening
* The De Beers English Olympiad Prize Giving
Civvies or School tracksuits may be worn for the rest of the Festival. Make sure that pupils have
comfortable working clothes to move around in for workshops, eg. tracksuits.
IMPORTANT: Please ensure that pupils travel well prepared for the variable Grahamstown
winter - blankets, umbrellas and lightweight clothing for warm weather.
Winter in Grahamstown could mean anything!

Workshop Allocations
There are a maximum of 30 learners per workshop. Workshop choices cannot be guaranteed as
allocations are done on first come, first served basis. You will be placed in the workshop of your
choice if there is space at the time that you enrol. We are confident that each workshop is of an
extremely high standard, and we ask you and your learners to approach each one with
enthusiasm and an open mind, especially if you are allocated a workshop that was not one of your
choices.

De Beers English Olympiad Prize Giving
Thursday 14 July 2011 in the Guy Butler Theatre of the Monument.
The rank order of the top 20 candidates are announced and prizes are awarded to the top
15 candidates. The top 3 are treated to a literary tour of the United Kingdom in December 2011.
Learners are required to wear school uniform for the prize giving.

Cancellations
In the event of cancellation, a cancellation fee of R300 per delegate will be levied, as well as any
costs incurred. The remaining sum will be refunded after the festival and only on a written
request for a refund.

Closing Date for Enrolments: Friday 3 June 2011

Find us on Facebook.
Search: Schools Festivals.
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Where to Stay...Accommodation Options
Rates are inclusive of meals, per person for the five-night festival period unless
otherwise stated. (Supper on Sun 10th to Breakfast on Fri 15th)
All accommodation must be booked and paid for in advance. All accommodation is
limited and bookings are accepted on a first come, first served basis. Bookings made
without payment will not be accepted or confirmed.
Delegates can choose from several different accommodation options. Before deciding
which option your school will take, you need to think about your particular needs in terms of:
* The level of comfort offered in each option,
* The schools/groups who you might be travelling/sharing a bus with,
* How much you wish to spend on accommodation and meals, and
* The number of meals you require per day.
Kindly complete the section on the Registration form indicating which accommodation option
you will be taking, for our information. (A, B, C, D etc). Kindly follow the Booking Procedure
outlined in each option. All bookings are treated as provisional until payment has been received.
-

A) Rhodes University Accommodation
Includes substantial cooked breakfasts, lunches and suppers; single rooms; and bedding is
provided. Delegates must bring their own towels.
Features: A simulated university experience. Many festival workshop, lecture, and performance
venues are on the Rhodes Campus. The meals are first-class in terms of quantity, quality and
variety e.g. full cooked breakfasts are served. A male and a female chaperon must accompany
mixed school groups.
Cost: R1 150.00 per person inclusive of full board (Bed, breakfast, lunch and supper) for 5 nights.
Booking procedure: Book directly with Rhodes University. Make cheques out to Rhodes
University. Deposit slips should be marked: Schools Festival Accommodation.
Your booking must be faxed to 046 603 8962
Banking Details: First National Bank
Account Name: Rhodes University Conference
Account No: 6214 5507 490 Branch Code: 210-717 - Grahamstown
Contact Person: Rhodes Conference Manager E-mail: conference@ru.ac.za
Telephone: 046 603 8138 Fax: 046 603 8962
Cancellation Policy: No refund is made unless notification of cancellation is received in writing. A
cancellation fee of 33.3% is levied up to 48 hours prior to arrival. Any cancellations after 48 hours
prior to arrival will incur a levy of 40% of the booking charged. No refunds are made for
cancellations on or after arrival date. Refunds are processed after the Festival.
B) Rhodes Meals Deal (meals only - no accommodation)
a) Rhodes Lunches x 4 = R133.33
b) Rhodes Suppers x 5 = R166.67
c) Rhodes Meals (all lunches and all suppers) = R300.00
The Rhodes Meals Deal may be taken in conjunction with alternative accommodation
arrangements e.g. Bed & Breakfasts, and be used by local delegates for convenience. Use this
opportunity to bond with other festival goers, and experience Rhodes University.

Book directly with Rhodes University as above.
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C) Victoria Girls High School Hostel includes continental breakfasts.
Bedding is not provided. Delegates must bring their own sleeping
bags/sheets/duvets, blankets, pillows and towels.
Features: Full board (light meals), adequate accommodation, semi private cubicles
and open dormitories. Buses can be parked on Somerset Street.
Cost: Please contact the school regarding the cost - speak to Denise.
Booking Procedure: Book directly with Victoria Girls High School.
Contact Person: Denise Heathcote
E-mail: office@vghs.ecape.school.za
Tel: 046 636 1550
D) Other Accommodation
Grahamstown B&Bs
Delegates in small groups may wish to explore their options with Grahamstown
B&Bs.
Call Rochelle Frost at Albany Accommodation or Kim Price at Kim’s Bed Finder to
find out what the possibilities are. Delegates would need their own transport.
Albany Accommodation Telephone: 046 622 2235
E-mail: albanyaccommodation@insightnet.co.za
OR
KIm’s Bed Finder Telephone: 046 622 2441
Kim Price E-mail: kim@bedfinder.co.za
Assegaai Centre is situated 35km from Grahamstown in beautiful surroundings. A
visit here can also incorporate hiking adventures with the Assegaai Trails. It sleeps
50 in double/quad rooms @ +-R100 per person per night. It is a self-catering facility
but a caterer can be provided at an extra cost. Delegates must bring their own
bedding, pillows are provided. Bookings can be made with Sheila Riddin.
Telephone / Fax: 046 622 8619 or 082 445 1042
Email: riddin@imaginet.co.za
Makana Resort: Please contact Pieter Reyneke for more information.
Tel: 046 622 2159 or Cell: 083 699 9531
Makana Tourism Contact Details:
63 High Street Grahamstown, 6139
Tel no. 046 622 3241
Fax no. 046 622 3266
For Grahamstown Tourist Information, contact:
Email: info@grahamstowm.co.za or www.makanatourism.co.za
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Breathe Creativity ...
Organisers are currently working hard to put together
an exciting programme of shows for 2011!
Some highlights from 2010 included:

Angeli e Demoni
A spectacle using fire, lights, flares and fireworks Theme created and directed by Pietro Chiarenza

Company: Progetto Bagliori da Venezia

Angeli e Demoni tells a ‘dark’ fairytale that is suitable for both children and adults. It
communicates through the collective imagination of any audience irrespective of age
and language. Through the use of non-verbal language a fantastical scene is set
where knights, ogres, humanoids, warrior maidens and mercenaries of the underworld
travel uncharted roads in a world that is both dark and light, a crossroads of paradise
and hell, good and evil.

Presented by The Really Small Theatre Company
Direction, Set and Lighting Design by Fred Abrahamse

“Since I cannot prove a lover ...
I am determinèd to prove a villain” Was Richard
truly the villain as so often depicted or, did he have
good qualities both as a man and a ruler?

RICHARD III is played as a fast-paced political
thriller utilizing the protean talents of this small
company of three actors aided by inventive
design concepts, striking visuals, masks,
costumes and puppetry.
Standard Bank National Schools Festival

Tradition represents Richard as deformed but
existing portraits show an intellectual face and do
not indicate any deformity. While Richard might
have had some defect, perhaps his true
imperfection lay in his inner deformity and the way
he viewed the world around him. Richard’s
controversial life and reign have sustained a 500year debate and the play is as topical today as
when it was first written in 1592/3.
Booking kit 2011
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Big Boys Don’t Dance
Performed by Ash Searle and Brad Searle & Written by Vanessa Harris and ash Searle
Directed and choreographed by Vanessa Harris & Produced by Follow Spot Productions

From the producers of Big Girls Don’t Cry, comes the
latest hyper-comic crowd pleaser, but this time it’s all
about the boys! Ash Searle from “So You Think You
Can Dance”, and his brother Bradley, who recently
starred in the musicals Peter Pan, Footloose and
Pinnochio, twirl their way through this unforgettable
adventure of far-out farce and foolishness. Caught
between braai tongs and tutus these two Pretoria boytjies
challenge the cliché of the “male dancer”. With their
phenomenal dance talent and witty comic timing this show
is one of a kind and can’t be missed.

A teacher in the Bushveld
Directed by Nicky Rebelo.

HC Bosman was a young man when he was
given a teaching post at a small bushveld
school. Take a journey with Herman Charles
Bosman back to the bushveld where he first
encountered the characters that populate the
stories all South Africans love. " David Butler
takes on Bosman and triumphs" Cue 2009.

Tin Bucket Drum
Written & Designed by Neil Coppen & Directed By Karen Logan

Weaving together elements of magic realism, shadow
puppetry, Afro-Kabuki and live percussion, ‘TIN BUCKET
DRUM’ throws a fresh twist on the traditional conventions of
African story-telling.
Tin Bucket Drum follows the story of Nomvula, a child born
into a silent dictatorship with a revolutionary heart-beat. It
doesn’t take long before she is singled out by the authorities
as a 'weapon of mass disturbance' and banished to the great
wells on the outskirts of the town. Armed with a tin bucket
and pair of drum sticks will Nomvula manage to break the
silence for once and for all?
Tin Bucket Drum tackles contemporary South African issues
of human rights, oppression, corruption and freedom in a
unique and enlightening way. Above all it looks, optimistically
at the healing power of creativity.
Standard Bank National Schools Festival
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Workshops – “Be Creativity”
We have some amazing workshops lined up for you delivered
by professionals in their various creative fields such as physical
theatre and dance, creative writing, visual arts and theatre
performance. Move to the beat with your feet; explore the
headline and deadline world of journalism; learn the percussion
rhythms of your body; challenge your current writing skills and
expand your abilities; discover into the world of acting or
directing; or perform in your own musical.

music, dance, mime, drama, script-writing, directing, fine arts,
design, poetry, movement...
the CREATIVE energy is infinite!

Lecture Series – “Think Creativity”
Explore issues that directly affect you, these dynamic
performance lectures will challenge your perceptions
and rock your world! Subjects explored in 2010
included: A Question of Design?, Learning to listen with
your eyes, Music as a Metaphor: Towards Social
Cohesion, What is the role of an artist?, Poetry in
Motion, Keeping it Real and Similar Philosophies of Hip
Hop Culture, What is Physical Theatre and Jamaican
music from Ska to Dub ... These are just a taste of what
to expect!

A range of Visual Art exhibitions will be on offer at the festival. This
is a rare opportunity for you to soak up a rich and diverse display of
art in one place and at one time.

Movies ...
Enjoy the alternative of watching a thoughtprovoking movie ... The films shown in 2010 included: Innocent, Jerusalema, Gums & Roses,
and It might get loud.
Movies forms part of the Free Choice sessions.
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Keynote Speaker
Look out for a special Keynote Address presented by a well-known mover-andshaker, designed to inspire, excite and galvanise you into the Arts in a way that you
have never experienced before!

Dada Masilo in 2010
In 2010, 2008 Standard Bank Young Artist Award
winner for Dance, Dada Masilo inspired learners with
her story and answered delegate’s questions.
She was trained at The Dance Factory and attended the
National School of the Arts before spending a year at
Jazzart in Cape Town. She received the 2005 Gauteng
MEC Award for Most Promising Female Dancer in a
Contemporary Style. On a scholarship, she studied for 2
years at the renowned Performing Arts Research and
Training Studios in Brussels.
She is Artist-in-Residence at The Dance Factory and
performed Swan Lake at the National Arts Festival as
well as the Standard Bank National Schools Festival.
Taking the music of Tchaikovsky as her primary
inspiration, she is once again preparing to mesmerise
her audiences with her contemporary take on Swan
Lake. Of the production Masilo says, “It is a work that
will not take itself seriously all the time. It has to be fun,
sad, strange, quirky and interesting. Most of all, I would
like it to be beautiful….” There is absolute certainty that
this flamboyantly bold contemporary choreographer and
dancer will once again snatch her audience’s attention
as she takes to the stage accompanied by a cast of 11
young professional dancers, especially selected for the
production. Towards Swan Lake, Masilo has already
created a six-minute solo which premièred in her draft
work Umfula Wamadada at the FNB Dance Umbrella in
March 2010. Of the work Sibusiso Mkwanazi of The
Citizen wrote “…Masilo’s interpretation epitomises what
contemporary dance is…perfectly balances what is
thought to be too difficult to fuse: classical ballet and
African contemporary dance…as usual, she is
exceptional…”
Standard Bank National Schools Festival
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Festival Checklist
Use this guide to check that you have covered all the details before arriving in Grahamstown.

Have you...
1. Faxed us your list to make a provisional booking, and to receive your
workshop choices? A faxed list does not secure your booking - payment does.
However, a faxed list of your delegates will prompt us to immediately send you a list
of exciting workshop choices, and it will assist us with planning a high quality event.
Space is limited and enrolments are accepted in first come, first served order.
Book early to secure your workshop choices and avoid disappointment.
2. Completed all the relevant information on the forms, detailing:
- The names and gender of your delegates?
- Your workshop choices?
- The names of chaperons (1 male and1 female for co-ed parties if you are staying at Rhodes)?
- Your accommodation choice and meal bookings where relevant?
3. Filled in the summary of payment sections on separate attachement?
- Giving details of payment with breakdowns where necessary;
- Making payment as per the relevant “Booking Procedure”
(i.e. Rhodes
Accommodation must be paid to Rhodes directly).
4. Made arrangements for payment?
• Direct Deposits are the best way in which to make payments. See page 2 for the
Grahamstown Foundation bank details in order to deposit your registration fees.
Cheques for registration should be made out to the Grahamstown Foundation.
NB: All accommodation bookings should be made directly with the parties
concerned i.e. you will need to make TWO SEPARATE BOOKINGS AND
PAYMENTS. One to the Grahamstown Foundation for registration, and one to
the accommodation institution of your choice.
5. Made special accommodation bookings if you are arriving the

night before the start of the Schools Festival i.e. Saturday 9 July, 2011.
• If you are arriving a day early you need to book separately with the
accommodation people concerned. The National Arts Festival will still be in
action, and all accommodation is in high demand by the general public. Please
secure your accommodation arrangements for the extra night with the parties
concerned before arriving in Grahamstown.
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